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Dear Mrs. E sy 7} i c,ajf) %

This may seem out of the blue, but I am writing to tell you thanks. As I am sure

you remember, you were my third grade teacher. What you may not realize is that your Z WW

class was my first memory of writing. You may recall the vocabulary tests we had every W
W

" week. While seemlngly impossible words were crammed into our developing minds, I l:é.‘;k‘”

was the child who would now be described as having an attention deﬁmt AsT was

M drawing action heroes (poorly) and practicing my cartography skills while sketching /¥ mlim %
0 oo

treasure maps that led to nothing more than a bobby pin or some other imagination
d{@‘cy inducing tool of childhood, other kids were writing. One skill that never struck me as
important or especially ﬂm was writing until the day you introduced anew idea. We
would use our vocabulary words in a short story. The idea was to help us learn the proper W we

nwar -
context and spelling of the increasingly difficult words, but it did much more. MV\/L%/ o1 J
Lt C R

When we had a list that included the word “laund.r©l couldn’t imagine any WW
Wto use the word. I decided to use it the way I knew best. “The Adventures of Laundry WWM)

Man” were born. I don’t remember the exact storyline, but I'm sure it involved a “ﬁo

ridiculous plot of an overactive imagination.ﬂ This was my first story, and my first real

writing experience. I have only grown from there. No more silly escapades of an

]
bu,b""} unagmary protagonist with a fetish for clean clothes. My 1dea development and purpose W mg}
W have improved dramatically. The choppy, poorly constructed sentences have been )AABWU’V
Aoy, e
i

replaced with well-built and carefully planned rows of written word and imagination. I've l

VO“ (&~ even found the ever elusive “voice” missing from many of my previous literary

endeavors. e / ‘D)t) &WW

oiCe mot W
,oﬂaw/b»uc;
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Idea development improves with age As I’'ve grown older I’ve become more W %

mature and aware of a wide variety of topics, feelings, and how to write about them. One 6

way to expedite the improvement process of your idea development is by readmg £ W

critically and studying articles. My mother is a librarian. Her attempts toémotwate me to ?@W
read lengthy books are usually in vain; because of my busy sports schedule, I rarely have

time to settle in and read a novei. However, she has succeeded in getting me to read

magazines. Their interesting and concise format has me hooked from the cover. I love to W 51 A/ d}w'w

read about politics, sports, economics and other ostensibly mundane topics. By following v “W

examples of these ‘well written professional articles, all of my writing has improved D ’

d exponentially. I now have a direction when I record my thoughts on paper. Instinctively,
epth %) gl};m&

nd my bearings as I write.

¢ .
(,{@ VM 58 v other advancement in my idea development over the years is a result of the w,jZ.,
ol s At

‘h on/umerous articles I have composed throughout high school. After several research papers, |, m &%

R A A TS s

and analytical pieces, my investigative skills have dramatically improved. Combined with &Dﬂrb

my passion for learning, my ability to use statistics and documented research helps forge

a cogent argument. This-is one skill of which I am proud. My idea development has —Q Ces) ts "
_ ' ) Wl“’i"
progressed leaps and bounds since the days of “Laundry Man,” and there is always roo
it S ,

for improvement. VO‘Q‘%) 0 Cit
.ﬁ)W/ A)
, am

The unorganized structure of my past documents has transformed itself into a

strict format that keeps the story moving along. This is an aftribute “Laundry man”

e
— Yoit-
) Ogeverely needed. Beginning with keyboarding my freshman year and continuing with

omputer applications my sophomore year, the formats of letters, articles, and nearly all

22

other forms of papers came easily. It was the numerous worksheets and several pract1ce

o - J
'ff)i} /gknujs Mm% |
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techniques that helped me develop the majority of my newly acquired skills. The most

memorable worksheet.in recent years was one on sentence combining. As a twb person

effort, the class competed to see which team could transform a page of short sentences 1 [
that tell a story into a condensed, more concise tale. Not only was this a competition that W
my friend and I eventually won, it was an excellent learning tool. I learned the principles

of sentence variation. I began to understand the difficulty in relaying complex ideas

through simple sentences and realized that I want people to focus on the content of my

sentences rather than the thythm. Through my aforementioned classes and worksheets I

found comfort and confidence in every format of writing and learﬁed the proper wéys to

sculpt a sentence. At the time it’s hard to see how some projects, worksheets and papers -

are helping you. It’s when you use the skills you practice that you notice the difference.

The hardest writing concept for me to grasp was voice. So vaguely described and y%

intangible, “voice” was my literary holy grail, and I had it all along. I’ve been a character ﬁD y

all my life, full of personality and charisma. This subconsciously transcended to my
writing and became apparent during my first broadcast media class. As a host of my own
segment of the show, I was responsible for writing my own jokes and stories. My
personality was evident in all of my writings. The conversational style of my writing was
obvious, and it wasn’t until a recent reflection that [ realized where it came from. For gé/
years in middle school, my source for social interaction was the interhet and instant W
messengers; it was also where the majority of my writing took place. Recently MySpace 9’3; M 1‘/%
has become a popular communication tool of mine. All of these require a certain sense of

voice in the text. The necessity of letting people know how you feel through your written

word helped me greatly irriprove my voice in professional pieces. When people can read



your feelings and emotions without seeing your face or hearing your tone, you know. your
voice is being heard through writing.
From the poorly constructed, yet imaginative, stories of Laundry Man, to the Welelj},A)

researched articles and descriptive personal pieces, my writing has improved to the vﬁ'oﬂﬂm%”’f

highest degree. I wanted to write and thank you for your dedication to literacy. Without

your encouragement and guidance I may never have taken writing seriously. There is stiW

WO

room for advancement and [ can’t wait to write you again with even more tales of Mw ca_-

improvement. I know you’re proud! _ ,

Thanks so much!

A former student

P.S. I’ll see you at church Sunday!!!



A Hard Days Night -

Like the calm before a storm, the day was deadly silent. I glanced to the left, to U
L~
the right and realized that a difficult task awaited me. I began to realize, for the next - W

twenty minutes I will be pushing my body to the limit. All my training rested solely on Aﬁﬁ, /

e
today. I yearned to make this day special. T gazed down at my chest, making certain my :

number was securely pinned to my shirt. I knelt and pulled my shoestrings tight. My feet W‘
)

- numbed, but not from lack of circulation. I Wwas nervous. I made sure I was in my proper o.b/ww

box, in the proper position. After all the time I had put into my training, nothing could go

wrong,

“Runners are you ready?” a fat man clothed in an ofﬁciaOvest shouted from W W

across the field. A few mumbles and one loud “Yea@from someone who was too //wj:

ot

¢
usiastic at 8 o clock ona Saturday morning, answered. W WYW

“On your mark!”

Then, before I realized the significance of those words, the gun ﬁred. The crowd
roared and I'ran. I started shoddily and fell to the back of the main pack. Although a little
embarrassed I knew the runners in the front would be the first to become fat1gued so1 ' 5‘369
contmued my pace. The runners ahead of me kicked back dew from the early morning %

field, and the freshly cut grass stuck to my legs as I ran. I continued my pace,

It didn’t take long to reap the benefits of my strategy. Soon into the race several ,dh W)
or\cu)

competitors began to falter. I took advantage of the opportunity and passed them. Some

b_ e runners from the front were already walking, holding their sides with faces of anﬁ Q
WQ ol and jealousy as the main pack passed. I felt their paftt: I've been tempted to do the same ' I

thing in practice several times before. As we approached the forest [ noticed where W W )



someone spray painted “1/2 mile” on the ground. The mere thought of the distance to the

finish line made my legs sting and throb with excruciating pain. WOWL @ﬂ,z’ ek

“Almost a 6™ of the way done...” I thought, remembering that the race was a little

-over three miles long “I need something to do to pass the time.”

It felt as if I had been running for ages. I reminisced on practice and how I kept

much more experienced runner than I, what did he do when he ran? He always sang

myself busy when there was no one to run with. I thought about my cousin who was a M M
et ®
“‘Beatles” songs! I thought hard about what songs I knew and nearly tripped over a log a:‘ﬂng
I debated with myself over whether the song “Live and Let Die” was a Beatles song, or
Paul McCartney after thé Beatles broke up.
One mile into the race I felt the sharp pain of fatigue in my legs. Paul McCartncy>
escaped my thoughts. I continued my pace, slowly gaining positions along the way. One
and a half miles, two miles into the race, my legs were being ripped apart. I no Ibnger

thought about passing the time, just finishing the race. Two and a half miles, three miles WL

passed, all brightly displayed with multicolor spray paint which stained a-tiny portion of

| w7
the extensive trail. I followed the guide rope around a tall oak and saw the exit of the % VJ'J"/

A~

wjﬂﬁ»"

legs failed me and I fell into the mud. I collected myself but my legs ;chrobbed. I began to A/m 3
' o

woods. It was guarded by a steep hill unlike any that I had run before. My legs already M W

hurt and I could tell right away this hill was a killer. As I pushed up the mini Everest my

_ IR
walk. A knife was jabbed into my abdomen. Coupled with my exhausted legs the cramp4 vo

fashioned a formidable obstacle. I contemplated quitting. W%7
“It’s been a hard day’s night...” I said quietly as I spontaneously started singing. Wab{, Q}é(

Ok
“T’ve been working like a dog.” I slipped but caught myself before I hit the ground. “It’s g&m W'ﬂ\l "
. C) Y on
(4

N“D.\A/ e
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created well before my time was serving a distinct purpose. Singing the old Beatles song » ’

been a hard day’s night; I should be sleeping like a log”. The catchy music of the band

took my mind off the agonizing pain. I created a rr}ental bullet to bite which allowed me
to forget the discomfort. I slowly stomped my way up the hill; I saw the finish line. There
were people finishing. I needed to hurry. Three people were separated me and my goal.
“We all live in a yellow submarine, yellow submarine, yellow submarine”, what a
yellow submarine has to do with running I haven’t the slightest idea, but it distracted me
aﬁd that’s all that matters._l_s:P_r_i_tlt_e__d; I was passing these people in front of me if it was

the last thing I did. I rallied every ounce of energy left in my body and ran my heart out. I

easily passed the first two runners, both of which seemed to care little about winning now H:?&W

and more about finishing. The last runner would prove to be much more difficult.

Apparently he was singing “Yellow Submarine” also because he saw me running

\“) and began sprinting with me. It was a dead heat. The lead went back and forth, see-
padbioadhidhun i

sawing between me and my competition. Only a few steps left in the entire race, but these y
final yards were the most important. My adversary gave in. Tlost him from my peripheral C

and heard defeat in his ever increasing breaths. My Beatles magic was to0 much for him. 099‘ ’ %J

I crossed the finish line, unable to muster the strength to look at my finish time. I could- Q{Q)U\ v\)(‘y\l

: - i
\
barely stand; I was exhausted but I was proud. The Jell-O in my legs couldn’t ruin my 0 D)\y DAY

5

supporting me, but I can’t thank anyone more than the legendary singers and their dulcet W

first top ten finish. [ owe my triumph to many things: my training, my coach, my friends
tones.

With a little assistance anything is possible. It may be clich¢ but I understand this
{y firsthand. Success is only truly achieved when you overcome an obstacle to accomplish



something that seems impossible. Whether it’s a race or a promotion a little help goes a

long way. Especially if you’re a Beatles fan, you can always sing their hit song “Help!” '
1"
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United We Stand

For years labor unions have
improved working conditions, benefits,
and pay for the American working
person. Recent events, however, have

QJUQ

W M\A‘ people questioning the effectiveness of QJGQ along with the hlgh wages associated

JM mWA}oday’s labor unions. Some people O‘ﬂ?’m

M " believe that labor unions are outdated (Q/“
N*W@ and unn: Unnecessary. They obviously don’t !

oV children) are without health insurance, it

%g\ W realize what unions do; from increasing®,
wages to providing benefits, unions
continuously push the American
economy in the right direction, as they

. ve for hundreds of years. Labor unions
M@ as effective and necessary todav as
wﬂj they were years ago.
(,69 Union detractors claim that labor
» unions are overpricing the American
worker, forcing jobs to be outsourced
overseas. In some ways this is true. but
is it completely bad? No, when you hear
about outsourcing of jobs it sounds like a
negative occurrence but in factitis a
blessing in disguise. As lower paying
industrial jobs go overseas, the people
who are losing those jobs are encouraged;
b get more education and training so
they can get a better paying more
professional job in America, possibly,
with one of the numerous Americ:
corporations who benefit from Z
)‘P outsourcing. In fact, accordmg
Qb\ McKinsey.com, “for every m, “Tor every job
\ outsourced one is created at a higher Vggk
level, and the outsourcing economy
ains more than the country to which the
work is outsourced” and “the U.S. Q’@\

\ economy recovers $1.13 for every $1 b«d‘\
at goes to an offshore location”. The \)\3&
idea of outsourcing often demonized by
the media, is actually only helping the

American economy. '
The most obvious reason to keep
labor unions is that they force employers

% .

to provide benefits to their employees.

with being a union employee. In this
time, when an estimated 45 million

ﬁ%

Most employees receive different types
of insurance, a retirement package, and
sometimes some sort of profit sharing,

JAmericans (a large portion of them

always helps when their guardians and

providers are unionized.

higher pay is obvious to most, but what

V;:k

W {

e

The benefit of unions pushing for WO 0}0

are the benefits of having more money?
It’s easy to think of several benefits to an
increase in pay, but there are some
advantages you may not usually -

consider. You may not realize that

higher per-capita income can help

reduce crime, boost economy, generate
tax revenue, and help to take care of
nearly every problem facing today’s
America (drug and obesity epidemic,
governmental budget deficits etc.)
According to an article on
Encarta. MSN.com, poverty has many
devastating effects such as “poor
nutrition and physical health problems
The article confinues o say that
“infectious disease, mental illness, and
drug dependence” are higher among
people under the poverty level, and more

disturbing, “Extended hunger and lack of

mployment may lead to depression
which may sometimes contribute to
criminal behavior”. Money may not be
able to buy happiness but it can be a
cure-all for several societal problems.
We can thank unions in part for helping
raise America’s wages.

Besides the fact that having more

money reduces crime, improves
economy, generates tax revenue, and

M
I
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o)
v

S

e

W

W

counteracts the effects of poverty, '
another good reason for padding the
people’s pockets is using the same
mentality that President Bush did with
his tax cuts. When people have excess
money, they will buy more. It’s a fact of
life. When people buy more, it helps the
economy in many ways. One of the most
important ways it helps the economy is
that it can produce tax revenue, which
an be used to help the general public

veral ways including: paving the
streets, funding a school, and paying our
policemen and firefighters. We can
attribute our safe streets to our
hardworking labor unions.

The actions of labor unions result
in so many benefits for the American
working person it’s hard to see why
anyone thinks labor unions are outdated.
Labor unions are necessary to keep our
workers safe, our families fed, and
America progressing. Labor unions
helped raise the standard of living in
America tremendously over the past
three centuries, and they will continue
for years to come.
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M% century, being able to wrestle is not a big factor in today’s selection process. However,

Timothy Judge, a professor at the University of Florida, Gainesville, wrote in a 2000 M
~ T~
issue of the Journal of Applied Psychology that taller people tend to receive higher
o )
evaluations and get paid more when their jOb has nothing to do with height. He suggests 0
that a subconscious instinct in people makes them more likely to pick the person who is

the stronger and healthier looking person. His theory must have some truth because in 21

presidential elections from 1904-1984, taller candidates won 80% of the time. Beowulf’s

PO

unworldly strength may not only help him survive in the 6™ century, but may also allow

him to subconscmusly persuade voters into making him a leader in today’s world.

.

Beowulf was also a beneficiary to good lineage. He is the son of Ecgtheow, a

prestigious warrior, and a nephew of the king of Geat-land. He was born into a royal

famlly and success was bereditary. His good name was no doubt an advantage to Beowulf

W ‘
during his era, and often times this would even help him become a leader today. George M
oo Had

e

Throughout the country people from prestigious families use their last name to spring W

Bush is one of many presidents to have used his name to spring him to the presidency.

 them to a-powerful position, Beowulf would be no different. Through genetics, name W

recognition, and an automatic respect, Beowulf could easily use his lineage as an W
ok Ph

Beowulf was a respected leader in the epic poem named for him, and with all of M o (/l ! 2

advantage to make him a leader today.

his impressive qualities and attributes it is without a doubt that he would be a formid,able
leader in today’s political world. The courage and military prowess, the natural strength, M W 6&0
s d’

and his good bloodline all transcend time to make him a worthy candidate today. Leaders

1,500 years ago still do the same thing leaders do today. They inspire, command, and lead



MM{W & Mm Hail to the Chleftam 220 o
wmﬁwﬁ bircs T

€ epic poem, Beowul anunknown author in 6™ centy Euro ewrote about
% Re Mﬁ\‘hfﬂf pic D I, ry Europ

the super-human hero Beowulf and his unbelievable exploits. Beowulf is an Anglo-Saxon

warrior and an icon to many in the story. But do the qualities of an Anglo-Saxon leader o W

hold up to make a good leader today? Sk (oro

The story of Beowulf is shoddy at best. The plot is a jumbled mess Gf several M ‘&lbt ) M‘C
stories and at some times can be difficult to follow. One consistent element is the hero V\"\P@dy,
Beowulf’s larger than life status as a military genius. Referred to as the “war king”, .c:vb
Beowulf led the Geats for “50 winters”, and “grew old and wise as the warden of the . . |

i i
land” ( 151 1n 2207-2210). 014 enemies reminisced their battles, “With Beowulf against WO'{{M
them, few could hope to return home” (161 In 2365-23 66). Even Beowulf boasted, ‘ﬁD _
referring to all enemies of his homeland, “.. 1 devastated them” (29 In 424). But do W w s

9
people still look up to military leaders? After the elections between John Kerry and W

PO
George Bush in 2004, it’s hard to argue that military experience doesn’t play some role in '
the leadership equation. Both nominees ravaged each others personal rmhtary records

w1th smear advertising campaigns. There always has been a deep respect and admiration

for military personnel. They are seen to have the predisposition to be courageous and ﬁ 6

. dﬂlw
moral. For this reason, many successful politicians base their entlre campaigns on their
military background. Their success makes it obvious that military experience is a valued
trait for today’s leaders, something that hasn’t changed from Beowulf’s time. -
In the poem, Beowulf is described as having "the strength of 30 (men) in the grip

of each hand" (27 In 380-38 1. Obv1ously very impressive to Anglo-Saxons in the 6%

wmw%r qu aaM
J@WW %ww
%"’st@/ o 4T 225



their followers. Washington, Roosevelt, and even Beowulf, they were all leaders and

heroes of their own time.
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